
"From the Beginning"
Genesis 1

From the beginning, God reveals to us that He is the Creator and Designer of everything (1-2)
The Bible's opening words reveal one of the most important truths related to understanding our 

relationship to God. God is the One who created everything! From the heavens to the earth, God is the reason 
that all things exist. From the things in this world that we can see and touch to the things that are hidden in the 
galaxies all around us, God created it all. In addition to creating everything, something else becomes clear 
from these opening verses, which is that God designed everything. The earth was void and formless, but that's 
not the way it is now! God took what was created and designed something useful. God took what was created 
and filled it with life. God is not only the Creator of everything, but He's the Designer of exactly how everything 
was created. All of this points to one simple reality: If God created us and designed our world, then we should 
acknowledge that God is our Creator! We should listen to and obey the One who knows how we were created 
to live and what we were created to do. We should worship the only One who is worthy of our worship: Our 
Creator and our God!
1. If God created us, what does this say about the value of life? Who is someone that needs to hear this truth 

in their life? As a group, pray for them, and commit to share this truth with them in the coming week.
2. If God created us, what does this say about His right over our lives? Is there anyone who struggles with 

giving God what belongs to Him in your life? How and why?
3. What should our lives look like if we truly believe that God created us and designed the way our lives 

should be lived?

From the beginning, God reveals to us the power and authority of His Word (3a)
Genesis chapter one reveals something that is so important to our understanding of the Bible, which is 

the reality that God's Word is powerful and has authority in this world. God's Word has the power to create life! 
Throughout chapter one, the phrase "and God said..." is repeated over-and-over again. It's repeated for a 
purpose. It's repeated because it's true! From the very beginning of Scripture, God is reminding us of the 
tremendous value of His Word. God spoke, and the sun and the moon were created. God spoke, and the trees 
and the bees were created. God spoke, and the incredibly complex and wonderful human body, mind and spirit 
were created. God's Word has power and authority in this world and in our lives, and this foundational truth is 
the foundation of true life lived as its Creator created it to be.
1. Do you believe that God's Word has this kind of creative power and authority in life? If so, what are the 

implications to the way that we read and study and obey His Word in our lives?
2. If God's Word was able to take something He made that was void and formless and turn it into something 

that was full of life and purpose, what does this mean about the power of God's Word in the lives of people 
today who struggle with the meaning and purpose of life today?

3. If we believe this about God's Word, what's the most valuable thing that we can share with a world that is 
dead without faith in Jesus?

From the beginning, God reveals to us the Who of creation and not the how of creation (3, 6, 9...)
While Genesis makes it clear that everything was created, it does not go into great detail about how all 

everything was created. From the land to the sea to the animals to you and me, Genesis doesn't provide much 
information about how God specifically created each-and-every plant and animal on the earth. What Genesis 
does do, however, is make it very clear on who created everything that was created. The repetition of the 



words "and God said..." remind us of what the focus is in the creation account in Genesis chapter one: It's on 
the Who of creation and not the how of creation! In Moses' day-and-time, as well as in our lives right now, there 
are and always will be theories, ideas, and stories about how everything in this world and in this universe came 
into existence. Genesis chapter one makes it clear that God -- and only God -- is responsible for the whole of 
creation.
1. How does this truth from Genesis chapter one help us as believers handle discussions with non-believers 

over specific issue related to the creation of this world?
2. How would you handle a discussion with a non-believer who believes in evolution?
3. How would you handle a discussion with a believer who believes in evolution?

From the beginning, God reveals to us that He brings purpose to our lives (28)
God didn't create humans without purpose. From the beginning, God had a wonderful and useful 

purpose for life. His first command to humans was one that brought tremendous purpose and importance to 
their lives. He told them to multiply and to fill the earth that He created. God's desire was that they would have 
families and that they would multiply and move around until all of the earth was filled with men, women, boys, 
and girls who are created in His image and who were fulfilling God's purpose in their lives. The purpose God 
gave them also came with a great responsibility, which was to be stewards and managers of God's creation! 
God's design and purpose for humans is that they would rule over and take care of all that He created on this 
earth, from mankind to animals to the plants and the sea, God gave mankind an incredible responsibility with 
incredible authority that brings wonderful purpose to life each-and-every day. God reveals to us in creation that 
He is the original and continuing source of real purpose in life.
1. How do we see the fulfillment of this purpose today? How does the fulfillment of this purpose today not line-

up with God's original intent?
2. Read Matthew 28:18-20. How are we still a part of redeeming God's original intent in His command to 

multiple and fill the earth?
3. What are the implications for your job, your role in your family, and your life in general when you consider 

the serious responsibility that God has given to us to be rulers and stewards of His creation?
4. How does this truth bring real purpose to our lives? Is there someone you know or work with that needs to 

know and to be reminded of God's purpose in their lives? Pray for them now.

From the beginning, God reveals to us that He provides all that we need for life (29)
In verse twenty-nine, God spoke these wonderful words to mankind: "Behold, I have given you...." From 

the beginning, God revealed to humans the reality that since He is the One who created them He is also the 
One who will provide for them. God gave them all that they needed for life. He provided them with a purpose, 
and He provided them with a supply for their daily needs. This is still the same today. God is our Creator, and 
because of that God is our Provider. He will and still does provide all that His people need. The question is, will 
His people be satisfied with what He's provided for their needs? Will His people trust that God will provide?
1. Share a testimony of God's provision for your needs in your life?
2. Why do we struggle with trusting in this reality that God provides for the needs of His people? Right now, 

are you struggling with trusting in this reality in your life?
3. There are people around us who struggle with this each-and-every day. They live in anxiety and stress over 

the things that they need. How can you help point them to God?
4. How do we distinguish between true needs versus wants in life?


